Week of April 14th — April 20th

The Gospel, Righteousness, and Faith

Daily Bible Reading and Study Questions

Monday April 14t: 1 Corinthians 1:23
What attitude should believers expect from unbelievers?

Tuesday April 15th: 1 Corinthians 1:18, 23-25
Who or what is the source of the power in these verses.

Wednesday April 16th: Ephesians 2:8-10
Who is the source of faith? How are man’s “works” involved?

Thursday April 17th: Philippians 3:8-9
Who is the source of man’s righteousness and through what does it come?

Friday April 18th: Hebrews 11:4-40
Take note throughout the verses how it was by faith they believed and then
righteousness was reckoned to them by God:
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April 20th

The Gospel, Righteousness, and Faith

Lesson Passages: Romans 1:16-17

LESSON PASSAGES OUTLINE
1. Not Ashamed (Romans 1:16a)
2. Power of God (Romans 1:16b)
3. Righteousness of God and Faith (Romans 1:17)

LIFE EXPECTATION
The expectation is to gain a deeper understanding of the power of the gospel
and the relationship between righteousness and faith.

After completing his introduction, Paul states the theme for the letter to the Roman
believers. In these verses, Paul begins an extended explanation of the gospel of Jesus
Christ that will be unfolded and detailed throughout the rest of the letter. Verses 16 and
17 summarize the thrust of the remainder of Paul’s letter and give the reason behind
Paul’s missionary zeal.

In verses 8-15 of our lesson last Sunday, we covered the aspects of the heart of
spiritual service; verse 16 begins with the final point, not ashamed of the gospel. The
excitement of those first days of knowing Christ has a tendency to fade because of the
reception from other believers, as well as from an unbelieving world. Becoming
ashamed of the gospel is an attitude young Christians often learn from those who have
been believers the longest. Subtle comments can have a crushing affect on the
enthusiastic behavior of new believers, suggesting they need to tone down their actions.

Many believers in Christ want to keep their faith a secret, carefully avoiding
situations where they might be identified as a Christian. They are afraid of being
embarrassed, these feelings are based on real though often exaggerated possibilities.
They are also afraid of confrontation and people openly ridicule our faith. Unbelieving
friends frequently desert us when they find out we have become Christians. Unbelievers
have the perception that most Christians are poor examples or hypocrites. The views of
unbelievers often result in believers considering their faith to be a private rather than
public matter. These feelings cause us to be anonymous Christians in our most public
interactions.

Paul was eager to speak, and unashamed of the gospel of Christ.
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Not Ashamed (Romans 1:16a)

Amplified ESV

16For I am not ashamed of the Gospel 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, ...
(good news) of Christ, ...

The beginning of verse 16 completes the list of spiritual service marks: for | am
not ashamed of the gospel , the mark of unashamed boldness. Even though Paul
experienced extreme resistance and persecution, he remained unashamed of the gospel.
The Jewish leaders tried to intimidate Paul. He was surrounded by well-educated,
influential pagans in Ephesus, Athens, and Corinth. John MacArthur explains the
difficulty that all believers face in today’s culture:

Although every true believer knows it is a serious sin to be ashamed of his
Savior and Lord, he also knows the difficulty of avoiding that sin. When
we have opportunity to speak for Christ, we often do not. We know the
gospel is unattractive, intimidating, and repulsive to the natural unsaved
person and to the ungodly spiritual system that now dominates the world.
The gospel exposes man’s sin, wickedness, depravity, and lostness, and it
declares pride to be despicable and works righteousness to be worthless in
God’s sight. To the sinful heart of unbelievers, the gospel does not appear
to be good news but bad, and when they first hear it they often react with
disdain against the one presenting it or throw out arguments and theories
against it. For that reason, fear of men and of not being able to handle
their arguments is doubtlessly the single greatest snare in witnessing.

It is because of this resistance many believers and churches have succumbed to
the pressure and softened the gospel message. The message being presented by many is
a message of tolerance and love only. God’s love is at the heart of the gospel, but only
speaking of His love and leaving out His justice (God’s responses to man’s rebellion- sin)
has watered down and corrupted the gospel of Jesus Christ. Believers cannot be afraid
of offending unbelievers. Scriptures tell us the gospel is offensive to the unbelieving.
Believers do not have the choice of not speaking the gospel, because the gospel is the
power of God, it is the Truth.

The believer often places himself in a circle of fear. We as fellow believers must
understand the fear, the terror of public opinion and public condemnation, are real to
other believers. Paul was not intimidated by the power of the Jewish leaders or by the
intellect of Greece, or the power of Rome. When describing to the Corinthians the
typical attitude toward the gospel, Paul wrote, “We proclaim Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles” (1 Corinthians 1:23). We must
come along side of others and encourage them to step out of that circle. All believers
must come to realize that the only way timid believers gain strength to be a bold witness
for Christ is through the Holy Spirit. Pray believing the Holy Spirit will enable you to be
bold. Also, remember succumbing to that fear can and will have an effect on the lives
others. We as believers cannot live a life of compromise.
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As a believer, is your life characterized with boldness for sharing gospel of Jesus Christ?
What obstacles do you see in your life that is holding you back from sharing boldly?

Pray to the Holy Spirit to remove any obstacles that are hindering you from being an
unashamed witness for the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Power of God (Romans 1:16b)

Amplified ESV
...for it is God's power working unto ...for it is the power of God for salvation to
salvation [for deliverance from eternal everyone who believes, to the Jew first and
death] to everyone who believes with a to the Greek.

personal trust and a confident surrender
and firm reliance, to the Jew first and also
to the Greek, ...

The gospel is the power of God . The Oxford English Dictionary lists eighteen
major definitions of the word “power” with several subdivisions containing all shades of
meaning. The Greek language has eight words for “power” that are all translated into
the single English word “power”. Two of the eight Greek words define power as relating
to the power to rule and power of authority. The word Paul used here that was
translated into English, as power was dunamis, which is the Greek word that we get our
English word dynamite, dynamo, and dynamic. As Donald Barnhouse wrote, “The
Word which Paul ministered and which we minister today is the power — the explosive
power, the disruptive power of God”. Paul wanted to take the same power that the
gospel of Jesus Christ displayed in Athens to the center of power of the world, Rome.

The gospel carries the omnipotent power of God, His power alone is sufficient to
save man from sin and give them eternal life. All people have the innate desire to be
better and have more; every television commercial produced proves this point. Paul
reminded the church at Corinth that “the word of the cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God” (1 Corinthians 1:18).
The Bible makes it clear that no work of man or the church can bring about salvation.
Paul continues by explaining the focus of that power in the gospel of Jesus Christ, for
salvation

In man’s case, the greatest display of God’s power is that of bringing men to
salvation, of transforming their nature and giving them eternal life through His Son. As
MacArthur notes, “Paul uses the noun soteria (salvation ) some nineteen times, five of
them in Romans, and he uses the corresponding verb twenty-nine times, eight of them
in Romans. The basic idea behind the term is that of deliverance, or rescue, and the
point here is the power of God in salvation rescues people from the ultimate penalty of
sin, which is spiritual death extended into tormented eternal separation from Him”.
The believer must be aware the words gospel and salvation carry various meanings for
many people. Regardless of the words or meanings people use to describe their quest,
men continually look for salvation of one kind or another. Many are looking for
salvation through external material sources, and many through sources that promise
inner salvation from guilt, frustrations, and unhappiness.
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What ways do you see people you interact with using to find eternal life or inner peace?

Pray God will reveal and open opportunities for you to share the only true means of
salvation, the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Paul then explains man’s responsibility in the process of salvation, to everyone
who believes . Believes (pisteuo) carries the meaning of trusting in, relying on,
having faith in. Faith is belief, simply acting upon the word of another. Everyone
demonstrates faith several, if not hundreds of times, a day. We all follow information
that is given to us by others that we rely on without checking to confirm it is correct.
You demonstrate faith every time you follow a street sign or information provided by
someone you do not know. In terms of the spiritual, everyone has faith in something (or
someone). Even a person that does not believe in God has faith, they have faith they are
correct in their belief there is no God.

The faith (believes) Paul is speaking of in this passage is trusting in (relying on)
the Word of God. This faith is a supernatural faith produced by God, eternal life is both
gained and lived by faith, from God, in Jesus Christ. “For grace you have been saved
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is a gift of God.” (Eph. 2:8) No work of
man can earn his salvation, it is only trusting in (relying on) the finished, perfect work of
Christ. When we as believers tell others that we have hope in a tough situation or even
the ultimate hope in an eternal life with God, we must make sure the person we are
speaking to understands that “faith” is in the knowledge of God and the finished work of
Jesus Christ in His life, death, burial, and resurrection.

Paul concludes verse 16 by explaining the universal application of the gospel, to
the Jew first and to the Greek . This was the Jewish phrase for expressing the
universality of the human race. This theme is, for Paul, a significant change; he was
once the exponent of a narrow racial religion now announcing that the gospel is the
universal power of God. It was to the Jew first chronologically because Jews are God’s
specially chosen people, through whom He ordained salvation to come (John 4:22). The
Messiah came first to the lost sheep of the house of Israel (Matt. 15:24). The gospel was
then to be taken to the Greek , which understood to be his mission from God. All who
truly believe, whether Jew or Greek (everyone else), will be saved. The seventeenth
verse tells us that in that gospel there is revealed the righteousness of God.

Righteousness of God and Faith (Romans 1:17)

Amplified ESV
17For in the Gospel a righteousness which | 7 For in it the righteousness of God is
God ascribes is revealed, both springing revealed from faith for faith, as it is

from faith and leading to faith [disclosed written, The righteous shall live by faith.
through the way of faith that arouses to
more faith]. As it is written, The man who
through faith is just and upright shall live
and shall live by faith.
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The righteousness of God  in no way can be compared to any supposed
righteous action of man. As Donald Barnhouse wrote, “Anyone who thinks that human
righteousness is just a lesser form of divine righteousness, just slightly inferior but
moving in the right direction, has failed to comprehend the very heart of the whole
Word of God. Eventually men get to thinking that there is a certain degree of
righteousness in man that is acceptable to God, and that if man reaches that point he
will attain Heaven by his own human righteousness. Everywhere the Bible repudiates
such a concept.” Paul wrote to Titus, “Not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to His mercy He has saved us, by the washing of regeneration and
renewing of the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5). It is the righteousness which comes from God
that is seen in the believer. When God saves the believer they do not become righteous
they are declared righteous by God.

The righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith . The Greek literally
reads here, that the righteousness of God is revealed out of faith and into faith. This
carries the context that even though it is God through the work of the Holy Spirit which
is bringing conviction of unbelief unto the unbeliever, it comes through the heart of a
believer communicating to the heart of the unbeliever. It is totally a work of God; it is
one privilege that God has given man to participate in. The Bible says faith comes from
hearing the word of Christ (Romans 10:17). How can an unbeliever hear if believers do
not tell?

Paul concludes this verse quoting from Habakkuk 2:4, as it is written,  the
righteous shall live by faith . John MacArthur writes, “Abraham, the father of the
faithful, believed, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness (Romans 4:3), just as
every person’s genuine faith, before and after Abraham, has been reckoned to him as
righteousness (see Hebrews 11:4-40). There is emphasis here on the continuity of faith.
It is not a one-time act, but a way of life. The true believer made righteous will live in
faith all his life. Theologians have called this “the perseverance of the saints”, a subject
we will cover when we get to Romans chapter 4.

The gospel of Jesus Christ can be like spiritual dynamite. Under certain
circumstances, it has devastating, even destructive effect, in the hardened heart of the
unbeliever. Dynamite must be handled carefully, but it is very effective when put to its
proper use. Often this dynamite is kept under lock and key, hidden by those who know
about it, but it prevents the dynamite from being used for what it was designed. Once
we as believers are convinced that the gospel is dynamic and effective, we will be
prepared and unashamed for the gospel of Christ.

Please pray that the Holy Spirit will work in your life to be unashamed of the Gospel of
Christ, so that you will take the dynamic power to an unbelieving world.
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