Week of March 10th — March 16th

Growing Together as the * Ch

Daily Bible Reading and Study Questions

Monday March 10th: 1 Timothy 4:12-16
To what things do these verses say to focus on and practice?

Tuesday March 11th: Romans 12:1-3

This verses expect changes in the life of the believer. The believer is not to be conformed
to this and to be transformed by the renewal of your .
What does it mean “not to be conformed’?

How is the believer to renew their mind?

Wednesday March 12th: Philippians 2:1-5, 14-16
What should the focus be for the believer as is illustrated in these verses?

Thursday March 13th: Colossians 4:1-6
The disciples asked for prayer asking God for specific results. Make a list of the results
the disciples were asking to happen and how they wanted to act.

Friday March 14t: Luke 6:27-37
How should the believer treat others?




March 16th

Growing Together as the * Ch

Lesson PassagesActs 2:40-47

LESSON PASSAGES OUTLINE
1. Distinguishing Characteristics of the Church (Acts 2:40-42)
2. Purposes and Acti"ofAcegd) 2h&d 3“ Chur ch
3. Ministry to God and the World (Acts 2:47)

LIFE EXPECTATIONS
Togain understanding of the characteristics
and to increase in knowledge and understanding of how the believer is to
interact in the world.

I n the Ol d Testament the Lord said, “Gathe
Septuagint transl ates the worekklesiazoyr “gat fremrho m
anassembly, ” t he verb that i s cognekklesia,t o cthhuer cNhe'w T
Jesus Christ Himself builds the church by calling His people to Himself. He promised,

“1 owi | build My church” (Matt. 16:18). Il n t
outlines specific characteristics and purposes. The book of Acts details the beginning of
the “church” both wuniversal and | ocal

The second chapter of Acts marks a turning
kingdom. A new phase of His redemptive plan unfolds as the church is born. Acts
chapter 2 verses 1-41 provide the missionforth e “ chur ch” | smessage; pr ocl ai
Jesus is both Lord and Christ. The mission and message of those verses created the
fellowship. Luke does not give the sermons of the apostles at length, but a compendium,
or a specimen of them. L u k e r e c osmetnson that detils the characteristics,
purposes, and act iVasesqo-g2fdetdil thedistingutishingc h ” .
characteristics (“marks”) of the first “churc

Distinguishing Characteristics of the Church (Acts 2:40-42)

Amplified ESV
40And [Peter] solemnly and earnestly 40 And with many other words he bore
witnessed (testified) and admonished witness and continued to exhort them,
(exhorted) with much more continuous saying, Save yourselves from this crooked
speaking and warned (reproved, advised, generation. 4! So those who received his
encouraged) them, saying, Be saved from | word were baptized, and there were added
this crooked (perverse, wicked, unjust) that day about three thousand souls.
generation. 4'Therefore those who 42 And they devoted themselves to the

accepted and welcomed his message were | apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
baptized, and there were added that day breaking of bread and the prayers.
about 3,000 souls. 42And they steadfastly
persevered, devoting themselves
constantly to the instruction and
fellowship of the apostles, to the breaking
of bread [including the Lord’s Supper] and
prayers.




Luke provides a synopsis of Peter’s sermon
continued to exhort . The focus of the exhortation is for the people to, in faith, repent
from this crooked generation . Other translations use the words perverse, wicked,
unjust, bent, and sick to describe the culture they were living in. Through repentance
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christthepeo pl e coul d be saved from t he
exhortation echoed the words of Jesus in Matthew 12:39 and 16:4 when He described
the people as an “evil and adulterous generat

Do the words of Peter describe the society that we live in today? What words would you
use to describe the world today?

In verse 41, Peter begins to describet he characteristics (the *
Testament Church. The first characteristic ( “ ma iisprobably the most obvious, but
in fact is the one that is most taken for granted, they had to believe and turn from their
current belief system. Through repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ the people
were saved from the crooked generation. This turn away from the culture they were
living in came with a high cost. These new believers ran the risk of becoming outcasts
among their families and society. T h e “ ¢ s the corhniunity of all true believers for
all time. The next characteristic( “ mamok” ¥ he “church” is the next
believers took, baptism.

Baptismi s the first of the two sacraments t ha
J.I. Packer provided a detailed summary of the sacrament of baptism when he wrote,

“Christian baptism, which has the form of
from God that signifies inward cleansing and remission of sins (Acts 22:16,

1 Cor. 6:11; Eph. 5:25-27), Spirit wrought regeneration and new life (Titus

3:5), and the abiding presence of the Holy
and guaranteeing that one will be kept safe in Christ forever (1 Cor. 12:13;

Eph. 1:13-14). Baptism carries these meanings because first and

fundamentally it signifies union with Christ in His death, burial, and

resurrection (Rom. 6:3-7; Col. 2:11-12); and this union with Christ is the

source of every element in our salvation (1 John 5:11-12).”

Baptism is not a requirement for salvation, but is an outward signofth e bel i ever ' s
repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Baptism is also a means for admitting a

new believer i nt oHate}os, aslabeliesel, taking that nextlstép.in the

|l ife of a believer, bapt i snlatisdéstribedineexst42c har ac

is they (the believers) devoted themselves to the apostles oteaching .

The life of the believer was completely defined by being devoted (continued
steadfastly, committed themselves) to those spiritual duties which make up the unique
identity of t he ‘hodldbedeviotéd to holibess‘andhrightecubnss in
all areas of life, which the foundation begins with a commitment to the apostles 6
teaching . God designed the “church” t oclabmedand pl ac e
explained.



The question that needs to be answereasd i s wha
Word (the Bible)?

V Peter wrote about this desire, “Like newbo
word, that by it you may grow in respecttosalvat i on” (1 Peter 2:2).
V Paul provided instruction, “Do not be con
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of

God is, that which is good and acceptabl e

V'  The “church” has an obligation to nurture those who are already believers and
build them up to maturity in the faith. “
(Col. 1:28)

V The “church” has“ Tdeeqteispotntse bgdiintys for t}
for building up the body of Christ, until we attain to the unity of faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature
of the fullness @a) Christ?”. (Eph. 4:12

V Itis clearly contrary to the New Testament pattern to think thatt he “ chur ch’ s
only goal is to bring them to initial saving faith. Our goal as a church must be to

present to God every Christian “mature in
It is the responsibility of the “ inppreachedd’ s” | e
and taughtc onf or ms to Scripture. But because the

believers, it is the responsibility of the believer to also be devoted daily to the teaching
oftheWord. Scr i pture is food for t htherelisedotherver ' s gr

What can you do to change your schedule to commit the time needed to devote yourself
to the learning the Word daily?

The next characteristic (“mark”) of the “c
fellowship . The basic meaning of fellowship (koinonia) i s “ par foner ship”
“shang” . Those who romeparinerewiti Him and withhlkothert b e c

believers (1 John 1:3). The term partnership indicates a joint commitment from both
parties. Each party is to contribute in some way to the partnership. The Bible does not
envision the Christian life as one lived apart from other believers. All members of the
universal church, the body of Christ, are to be actively and intimately involved in local
assemblies. The breaking of bread  within the fellowship is the next characteristic

(“mark”) of the “church?”.
The breakingofbread i s a reference to the celebrati
Communion. J.I. Packerwr i tTelse Lord’ s Supper is an act of

of a ceremonial meal, inwhichChr i st’' s servants share bread an
their crucified Lord, and in celebration of the new covenant relationship with God

through Christ’s death?”. Communi on i s not an
(“mark”) of the “church”, since our Lord comm
29). Communion calls for the self-examination and purging of sin, thus purifying the
“church?”.



Some examples of the type of questions a believer needs to ask themselves during this

time of self-examination are:

the | ost ,

and chur ch

< < <<
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t he
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i s source of

characteristic
G 0 dets.sThepBible instracts behievefrsdorprayalt |

Do I confess my sins by name and am I willing to give up all sin for God?
Do I love what God loves and hate what God hates?

Do I value highly the things that please God (Word, prayer, giving, loving
ser vi
Am I willing to sacrifice whatever is necessary to see God move in my life
(ti me,
Am I allowing Jesus to be Lord of every area of my life?

ot hers, etc..)?

ng

convenience, pref

( “ mar frdydr. ®rhyert

all times (Luke 18:1; Eph. 6:11), and be devoted to prayer (Romans 12:12; Col. 4:2). The

believer’s prayer

shoul d i

nclude ador at i

is to be made and forgiveness sought; thanks for benefits received are offered; and
petitions and supplications for ourselves and others are to be voiced.

Refl ect on your

prayer

habits (and your

practical step can you take this week to emulate the early church in this area?
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Amplified

ESV

43And a sense of awe (reverential fear)
came upon every soul, and many wonders
and signs were performed through the
apostles (the special messengers). 44And
all who believed (who adhered to and
trusted in and relied on Jesus Christ) were
united and [together] they had everything
in common; 45And they sold their
possessions (both their landed property
and their movable goods) and distributed
the price among all, according as any had
need. 46And day after day they regularly
assembled in the temple with united
purpose, and in their homes they broke
bread [including the Lord’s Supper]. They
partook of their food with gladness and
simplicity and generous hearts,...

43 And awe came upon every soul, and
many wonders and signs were being done
through the apostles. 44 were together and
had all things in common. 45 And they
were selling their possessions and
belongings and distributing the proceeds
to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day,
attending the temple together and
breaking bread in their homes, they
received their food with glad and generous
hearts,...

The purpose outli
The believers had all things in common.

ned i n
The

v éstodbeashardng bodyn d
spiritual uni ty

expressed in a common sharing of material goods. Church unity was pervasive in the

fellowship for it characterized all who believed

. Their togetherness expressed itself in

t he

erenc

churc

s (*“m
“chu

Church?”

4 5

i
i n t h



having all things in common. The believers were together in common cause,
spiritual interests and practices, and
hel d “i n c¢ o mmpassessions and belomhiags . The manner in which
believers held possessions and belongings was not through surrender of private
ownership in favor of community ownership. Rather, as individual owners, the
believers chose to sell a piece of property, or valuable possession, and give the proceeds
to meet the needs of others in the fellowship.

Daybyday expresses the regularity of th
beli eved” expresses the reach of that |
in this verse and the next emenedintwo [bcht®ns the
temple and their homes . The temple served as the
and equipping, and their homes served as centers for Christian fellowship. The home
fellowship included eating together in an atmosphere of genuine gladness. In their
homes believers shared ordinary meals together and the meal was concluded with the
memori al meal , t @laaridganeldusheddts p ppeaks of the intense
joy and transparently open spirit that characterized their fellowship.

Verse 47 continues the description of the condition of the heart of the believer in
the earl y “ chur c hrélatiinghip bf the helseventg God and thetwerld.

Ministry to God and the World (Acts 2:47)

mut ual

e
i
I

Amplified ESV

47...c o n s t aaising God apd being in 47.prai sing God and
favor and goodwill with all the people; and | the people. And the Lord added to their
the Lord kept adding [to their number] number day by day those who were being
daily those who were being saved [from saved.

spiritual death].

h

Verse 47 describes the purpose of t h e “ ¢ h ilsménfstty toiGod by praising
God. The goal of the “church” should be

c hui
fe.

i ever
| ocat |

to ex

happiness. Believers should respond to His grace by worshipping Him,“ Si ng psal ms
and hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulne

God has destined believers and appointed themi n  Ch r ivesfdr thé praise of His
g | o ¢Eph’1:12) and praising Him is a difference the world should recognize.

The final statement in verse 47 is and having favor with all the people . This
demonstrates the relationshalpeopldheThe chur ch” sh
relationship the believer should have with the world can be summed up in two words,
evangelism and mercy. The believer’s | ife sh
Hi s disciples. “By this al/l men wi | | know th

on another (John 13:35) and do not be a stumbling block (Romans 14:13). Jesus told

Hi s disciples that they should “make disciple

Accompanying the work of evangelism is also a ministry of mercy, a ministry that

includes caring for the poor and reremigyndi n t he

do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you
will be sons of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the selfish. Be

merci ful, even as your F3®)t Questions bslieveremustiask ul ” (L

themselves are their actions and the actions of their fellowship demonstrating love to
the world, and would their fellowship be one that the world would be attracted to.



And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were bei ng
saved. When the “church” demonstrates the charact
described in Acts 2:40-47 then the Lord will add to their number daily. The questions to
review are:
V' Who added souls to the church?
V Was it done compromising the message or by just inviting them to the
church?
V What do you think it would be like for the Lord to add daily to the
numbers of Rocky Creek Baptist Church those are being saved?

The second century philosopher Aristides wrote that the early church demonstrated the
characteristics and actions as described in these verses, which resulted in an attractive
church to the world, and had a major impact in that world.

Do we as the body of believers assembling at Rocky Creek Baptist Church reflect the
atmosphere and activities of the first century church as Luke described in 2:42-47?




