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Week of March 24th – March 30th    
 

Paul and The Gospel 
 
 

Daily Bible Reading and Study Questions 
 
 

Monday March 24th: Acts 22:3-5; Philippians 3:6 
Give a brief description of Paul‟s life before his encounter with Jesus:  
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
  
Tuesday March 25th: Acts 9:3-9 
Who did Paul encounter on the road and what was the result? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Wednesday March 26th: 1 Peter 4:11 
Who is the believer‟s source and strength power for service?  
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Thursday March 27th: Acts 1:15-26 
What was the requirement for the apostle to replace Judas detailed in verse 22?  
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Friday March 28th: 1 Peter 2:21-25 
Make a list of the differences between man and Jesus in verses 22-23: 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
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March 30th    
 

Paul and The Gospel 
 

Lesson Passages: Romans 1:1-4 
 
LESSON PASSAGES OUTLINE 

1. Servant, Apostle, and Set Apart (Romans 1:1-2) 
2. The Person of the Good News (Romans 1:3-4) 

 
 
LIFE EXPECTATION 

The expectation is to understand the relationship of the apostle Paul and the 
Gospel (the Good News of God). 

 
 
Who was the apostle Paul and what can I learn from his life? 
What is the good news of God?   

 
Many people ask the questions, why study the book of Romans verse by verse and 

how does it apply to my life today?  John MacArthur answered these questions when he 
wrote: 

Romans speaks to us today just as powerfully as it spoke to men of the first 
century.  It speaks morally, about adultery, fornication, homosexuality, 
hating, murder, lying, and civil disobedience.  It speaks intellectually, 
telling us that the natural man is confused because he has a reprobate 
mind.  It speaks socially, telling us how we are to relate to one another.  It 
speaks psychologically, telling us where true freedom comes to deliver 
men from the burden of guilt.  It speaks nationally, telling us our 
responsibility to human government.  It speaks internationally, telling us 
the ultimate destiny of the earth and especially the future of Israel.  It 
speaks spiritually, answering man‟s despair by offering hope for the future.  
It speaks theologically, teaching us the relationship between the flesh and 
the spirit, between law and grace, between works and faith.  But most of 
all, it profoundly brings God Himself to us. 

 
Many of other men in history share this summary of the book of Romans; in fact, it was 
the book of Romans 13:13-14 were the words that brought the conviction of the Holy 
Spirit to the life of Augustine.  Martin Luther wrote, “This Epistle is really the chief part 
of the New Testament and the very purest Gospel, and is worthy not only that every 
Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but occupy himself with it every day, 
as the daily bread of the soul.”  James Boice commented on the impact from a study of 
this ancient letter for today is to expect it to begin a transformation in the people when 
he wrote, “Christianity has been the most powerful, transforming force in human history 
and the book of Romans is the most basic, most comprehensive statement of true 
Christianity …Is Romans relevant today?  It is – as long as people of every race, culture, 
and nationality are estranged from God because of sin.”   
 

Let us start with verse 1 and let the transformation of the mind and heart begin. 
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Servant, Apostle, and Set Apart (Romans 1:1-2) 

Amplified  ESV 
1From Paul, a bond servant of Jesus Christ 
(the Messiah) called to be an apostle, (a 
special messenger) set apart to [preach] 
the Gospel (good news) of and from God, 
2which He promised in advance [long ago] 
through His prophets in the sacred 
Scriptures--  

1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be 
an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
2which he promised beforehand through 
his prophets in the holy Scriptures,… 

 
 In order to understand the book of Romans clearly we must first understand the 
man, Paul  (the man from Tarsus).  Paul, originally named Saul, after the first king of 
Israel, a citizen of Tarsus in Cilicia.  Tarsus was a center of Greek learning and culture, 
the seat of a well-known university.  We must assume that he received an outstanding 
Greek education in Tarsus, and further training under the renowned Rabbi Gamaliel in 
Jerusalem, where he acquired a thorough knowledge of Jewish law and traditions (Acts 
22:3).  Paul was the son of a Pharisee and became a Pharisee himself.  In fact, he was a 
zealot for the Pharisaic ideals of righteousness that he undertook with a radical 
persecution of the early church calling himself the “Hebrews of Hebrews” (Acts 22:4-5; 
Phil. 3:6). 
  

Not content with persecuting believers in Jerusalem and Judea Saul went to the 
high priest asking for letters to go to Damascus to bring back Christians to imprison and 
execute them.  On his way to Damascus, he had his encounter with Jesus “…suddenly a 
light from heaven flashed around him.  And falling to the ground, he heard a voice 
saying to him, „Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?‟ ”  In fear Saul replied, “ „Who 
are you, Lord?‟ And He said, „I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.  But rise and enter 
the city, and you will be told what you are to do‟ ” (Acts 9:3-7).  Although temporarily 
blinded, shattered, and terrified, during that experience he submitted his life to Christ.  
Can you see any similarity between your life and Paul‟s life before you submitted your 
life to Christ? 

  
As soon as Paul regained his sight, was baptized, and got his strength back he 

began proclaiming Jesus in the same zealous manner in which he previously rejected 
Him.  This incredible transformation can be seen in Paul‟s next words a servant of 
Christ Jesus .  The word servant (doulos) is also translated bondservant in many 
translations.  Sometimes the term bondservant was used of a person who voluntarily 
served others and in many cases, the person willingly became a permanent bond-slave 
of a master he loved and respected.  That practice reflects the use of the term 
bondservant in this passage.  Paul had given himself wholeheartedly in love to the divine 
Master who saved him from sin and death.  We will miss the whole meaning of Romans 
from the outset if we don't see that Paul serves Christ in the power that Christ supplies, 
so that Christ gets the glory for Paul's service (1 Peter 4:11). 

 
James Boice outlines several concepts Paul‟s description of himself as Christ‟s 

servant accomplishes.  Paul‟s description of himself as a servant of Christ puts him in 
the same category as those to whom he is writing.  When any believer puts their faith 
(dependence) in Christ they understand they have been bought with a price (purchased, 
redeemed) and therefore should honor God with their entire body and life (1 Cor. 6:19-
20).  Paul‟s description of himself as a servant of Christ Jesus emphasizes that his chief 
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function as a disciple of Christ is service, as it should be for all believers (Matt. 20:26-
28).  Paul‟s description of himself as a servant of Christ reminds his readers that he is 
nevertheless Christ‟s servant – a servant of Christ first and a servant of man second – 
and that he is writing to them in this capacity.  This anticipates the next of Paul‟s 
phrases. 

 
Paul‟s next phrase is called to be an apostle ; the best passage for 

understanding the meaning of the term apostle  is Acts 1:15-26.  Although the Gospels 
call the same people “disciples” and “apostles”, the terms are not synonymous.  The 
term “disciple” means “pupil, learner”; “apostle” means “emissary, representative,” in 
the sense of one who is sent with the full authority of the sender.  The episode in Acts 1 
teaches that an apostle was to be a witness to the resurrection of Jesus Christ and that 
he was chosen and equipped by Jesus for this function.  Because they (the Twelve, with 
Matthias replacing Judas, and Paul) were called apostles, God spoke authoritatively 
through them, so that what they said as apostles carried the force of divine teaching or 
Scripture.  We as believers are “disciples” of Christ and are instructed to live 
“apostolically” in the world.   The “authority” we as believers are to take into the world is 
the “authority” of Christ.  Our connection to the church can be so strong that it 
repeatedly interrupts our attempts to move beyond the church and into the culture of 
the world. 
 
As a “disciple” of Christ, what are you doing to take the Scripture and the “authority” of 
Christ into the world you interact with every day? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 

Paul knew what it meant to be “set apart” through his life as a Pharisee 
(separated one), but with his new life in Christ it took on a completely different 
meaning.  His whole life was set apart  in the Lord‟s service.  Even a person who has 
been called by God to a special type or place of service cannot be effective if he is not 
also separated unto God for the gospel of God .  Paul understood that becoming a 
believer meant a change in his life; God has a plan for each believer‟s life.  That plan is to 
first love Him, then to love others, continuously grow into the image of Christ, 
witnessing to the world, serving inside and outside of the body with all being directed 
and powered through prayer.  Paul reminds the believer of what they are separated for, 
the gospel of God which should be the foundation and focus. 

 
The word gospel (euangelion, Greek) means “good news”.  Apart from 

Christianity, all the religions of the world are self-help or “works” religions.  That is, they 
tell you how to find God (or peace, happiness, whatever) by human efforts.  Paul had 
followed a religion (as a Pharisee) strictly defined in good works and high moral 
standards.  However, it had not given him peace or even a true sense of achievement.  
The believer does not have to look far around them to see the world seeking to find 
peace and happiness in the next materialistic endeavor or the next self help book or 
course.   

 
 
The words of Paul provide the believer with a deeper understanding of God‟s 

sovereignty, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy  
Scriptures .  The gospel was not a divine afterthought or a change in His eternal plan.  
Paul makes it clear that the good news he teaches is really the old news of the Hebrew 
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Scriptures  now fulfilled and completed in Jesus Christ.  The gospel is “good” for two 
reasons.  First it tells us that God is actually there as creator and ruler of the world and 
second it shows that God loves us and has reached out to save us through the work of 
Jesus Christ.   

 
Do we as believers today demonstrate the thirst and hunger for the Word of God as Paul 
demonstrated in his life?  What can we do in our daily lives to increase this thirst and 
hunger? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________   
 
Do we act as if the “Good News” is the best news we have heard and want to share it with 
everyone we encounter all of the time? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Paul continues his introduction focusing on the incarnation of Jesus Christ. 
 

The Person of the Good News (Romans 1:3-4) 
Amplified  ESV 

3[The Gospel] regarding His Son, Who as 
to the flesh (His human nature) was 
descended from David, 4and [as to His 
divine nature] according to the Spirit of 
holiness was openly designated the Son of 
God in power [in a striking, triumphant 
and miraculous manner] by His 
resurrection from the dead, even Jesus 
Christ our Lord (the Messiah, the Anointed 
One).  

3concerning his Son, who was descended 
from David according to the flesh 4and was 
declared to be the Son of God in power 
according to the Spirit of holiness by his 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

 

 Jesus Christ is the Son, the Person of the “good news”.  John Stott described the 
difference between Christ and Christianity, and other religions and their founders when 
he wrote, “The person and work of Christ are the rock upon which the Christian religion 
is built.  If He is not who He said He was, and if He did not do what He said He had 
come to do, the foundation is undermined and the whole superstructure will collapse.  
Take Christ from Christianity, and you disembowel it; there is practically nothing left.  
Christ is the center of Christianity; all else is circumference.”  Jesus explicitly taught 
who He was: “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30).  He had also said, “Before 
Abraham was born, I am!” (John 8:58).  When Thomas fell down to worship Jesus after 
His resurrection, confessing Him “My Lord and my God” (John 20:28), Jesus accepted 
the designation. 
 
 Jesus is not only unique in His divine nature, He is also unique in that He 
became man at a specific point in human history and now remains the God-man 
eternally.  No one else is like that. No one can ever be.  As John MacArthur writes, “Both 
of those verses emphasize the divine sonship of Christ.  There is a great mystery in the 
concept of Jesus as God‟s Son .  Although He is Himself God and Lord, He is yet the Son 
of God.  Because Scripture plainly teaches both of those truths, the issue has to do not 
with whether He is the Son of God  but in what sense He is God‟s Son .” 
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 Scripture teaches in His humanness Jesus descended from David according 
to the flesh .  Both Mary (Luke 3:23-31), Jesus‟ natural mother, and Joseph (Matt. 1:6; 
Luke 1:27), Jesus‟ legal father, were descendants of David.  In order to fulfill prophecy   
(2 Sam. 7:12-13; Isa. 11:1-5; Jer. 23:5-6), the Messiah had to be a descendant of David.  
Jesus fulfilled those messianic predications just as He fulfilled all others.  The second 
Person of the Trinity was born into humanity, identifying Himself with fallen humanity, 
yet living without sin (Phil. 2:4-8).  Even the secular historian writings of Tacitus and 
Pliny the Younger confirm Jesus‟ life and work.  A brief description of Jesus‟ life is 
detailed in the Jewish Babylonian Talmud and Antiquities written by Jewish historian 
Josephus.   
 
 It was at the time that Christ became a human being that Paul said Jesus was 
declared to be the Son of God .  The title Son  was applied as an incarnational term 
to Jesus when He put on the robe of humanity.  He was the Son of God in the role of 
dutiful, loving submission to the Father in His incarnation.  The word declared 
(horizo ) carries the meaning of marking off boundaries, where we get our English word 
horizon.  The word “declare” refers to the demarcation (separation) line between the 
earth and sky.  In an infinitely greater way, the divine sonship of Jesus Christ was 
marked off with absolute clarity in His incarnation.  As John MacArthur concludes, 
“From God‟s viewpoint He (Jesus) was begotten as Son when He came into this world.  
The reality of that oneness with God and the perfection of His service to God was 
publicly declared to the world by the fact that God raised Him from the dead!  Christ 
was given and took upon Himself the fullness of the title of Son of God  when He 
divested Himself of the independent use of His divine prerogatives and the full 
expression of His majesty, graciously humbling Himself and becoming fully subservient 
to the will and plan of the father.”  Jesus from eternity has been the Son of God it was at 
that point history (His incarnation) that it was revealed to man. 
 
 As Paul goes on to explain the most conclusive and irrefutable evidence of Jesus‟ 
divine sonship was given by His resurrection from the dead  (cf. Acts 13:29-33).  By 
this demonstration of His ability to conquer death, a power belonging only to God 
Himself, He established beyond all doubt that He was indeed God, the Son.  According 
to the Spirit of holiness is another way of saying “according to the nature and work 
of the Holy Spirit.”  It was by the power of the Holy Spirit working in Christ who 
accomplished Jesus‟ resurrection (Romans 8:11).   
 
 MacArthur concludes, “The Son of God and Son of Man who was raised from the 
dead by the power of the Holy Spirit was Jesus Christ our Lord , Paul declares.  
Jesus  means Savior, Christ  means Anointed One, and the Lord  means sovereign 
ruler.  He is Jesus  because He saves His people from their sin.  He is Christ  because 
He has been anointed by God as King and Priest.  He is Lord  because He is God and is 
the sovereign ruler of the universe.”  The words of Paul Jesus Christ our Lord  
completely summarize the heart of the Gospel.  The questions we as believers must ask 
ourselves is do we understand the extent and implication of the Gospel. 
 
V Jesus is the Savior because He saves His people from their sin. 
V Jesus is the Christ (King and Priest). 
V Jesus is Lord because He is God and is sovereign ruler of the universe. 

 
Is Jesus the Savior, King, and Ruler of your life (values, beliefs, and actions)?   
 


