Week of May 12th — May 18th
Justification and Faith
Daily Bible Reading and Study Questions

Monday May 12th: Genesis 11:17-12:8, 13:14-16, 15:1-5, 17:1-11, 22:1-18
Make a list of what God instructed Abram to do and what God promised:

Tuesday May 13th: Genesis 15:6
What did Abram do and what were the results?

Wednesday May 14th: Hebrews 11:1-13
What is faith?

Thursday May 15t: Jeremiah 10:12; 2 Corinthians 13:4
Whattwo events demonstrate God"s supreme power ?

Friday May 16t: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
For what purpose were these verses recorded?
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May 18th

Justification and Faith

Lesson PassagesRomans 4:1-25

LESSON PASSAGES OUTLINE
1. Justification Is Not By Works (Romans 4:1-8)
2. Justification Does Not Come By Symbolic Actions (Romans 4:9-12)
3. Justification Is Not By Obedience To The Law (Romans 4:13-15)
4. Justification Comes Through Faith (Romans 4:16-18)
5. Unbelief, Doubt, and Faith (Romans 4:19-25)

LIFE EXPECTATION
The expectation is to gain a deeper understanding of the relationship between
justification and faith.

I n the | ast | esson, ouwseessdndjpstificstiore BaulGatel® s r i ¢
that justification was completely a work of God through Jesus Christ. In relation to
man"“s part |DBauldtakeéitipby faith éhatsnan accepts justification
(Romans 3:21-26). As John Stott states, “Paul further clarifies the meaning of
justification by faith. He uses what Scripture says about Abraham and David to

el aborate the significance of both words, ,ju
righteousness to the unrighteous,a nd , f a i tdfittustingithe Ged pfrargation and
resurrection.” A Scriptneres, wenswe ¢hs ttelatigrsHtipebetwebne s e
justification and faith, wunderstanbyithhg t he OI
same process as in the New Testament by faith,trust i ng i n God®"s promi se
and finished work of Jesus Christ, not by man

Romans chapter 4 presupposes a familiarity with the biblical story of Abraham,
especially four distinct episodes in his life. The story of Abraham (Abram at this point)
begins at the point where Abram had to make a decision after the death of his father.

1. God called Abram to leave his home and people, and go to a foreign land. If
Abram would go, God promised to bless him and make him a great nation.
(Genesis 11:17-12:8)

2. As Abram fol |l owe d,G8drdvéakd Hisrpeomisesimotei 0 n s
specifically, identifying the Promised Land as Canaan. God declared even though
childless his descendants would be as innumerable as the dust of the earth, and
as numerous as the stars in the sky. It was believing in this latter promise that
Abraham was justified. (Genesis 13:14-6, 15:1-6)

3. God confirmed His promise of a son to Abram, changing his name to Abraham to
signify that he woul d beWhertAbraharh was inety- of ma
nine and Sarah was ninety they had a son, Issac. God gave Abraham
circumcision as the sign of the covenant. (Genesis 17:1-11)

4. God tested Abraham by asking him to sacrifice Isaac, a direct link in the promise,
and, when he showed willingness to obey, God re-confirmed the covenant.
(Genesis 22:1-18)
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As we continue into chapter 4 we will look at the statements Paul makes about
Abraham"s “justification”. Thes ethefinalt e ment s
questions we looked at the end of chapter 3 in the last lesson.

Justification Is Not By Works (Romans 4:1-8)

ESV

'What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh?
2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not
before God. 3For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was
counted to him as righteousness." 4Now to the one who works, his wages are not
counted as a gift but as his due. 5And to the one who does not work but believes in Him
who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, ¢just as David also
speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works:
7"Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered;
8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin."

Paul begins t o anEenavhathbedorres of euebpasting? Bg , -
what kind of | aw? By a | aw ovat thensHalbweSayby as ki
was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? Paul" snswer
is that if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about,
but not before God . Whether boasting is of status, nationality, good works, or
personal piety it does not matter. All forms of boasting are expressions of self-
righteousness, and to believe that the unrighteous can establish their own righteousness
before God is wrong. Paul continues by doing what we should always do when we are
faced with a question, go to the Scriptures, for what does the Scripture say? For we
know what the Scriptures say is what God says.

In answer to this question, Paul quotes Genesis 15:6,1 Abr aham bel i eved G
and it was counted (reckoned, crediTheewdorfdl t o hi
logizomai, which is translated as counted, reckoned, and credited is a commercial or
financial term, it signifies t donpywdanbes o met
credited to a person“s ac cBintetms of wages (whichd i f
are earned), second is in terms of a gift (which is free and unearned). Understanding
these two possible options Rsaheobnlyacgepthibei ns why
choice, now to the one who works; his wages are not counted as a gift (literally
transl dat ed coma i nhutas his dger .aAs @istussed in the last lesson the
righteousness of Christ that is reckoned to the believer is by grace along, a gift from God.

Paul completes the statement, and to the one who does not work but believes in
Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness . Paul
reemphasizes the fact with the key phrase is but believes in Him

hing
fere

Paul moves on to another Old Testament example of righteousness being counted
toapersonasagi ft of G owbrk withta referannetsDavid. Paul refers to
Psalm 32:1-2, just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God
counts righteousness apart from works: "Blessed are those whose lawless
deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed i s the man against
whom the Lord will not count his sin." Paul is restating the concept of
“Jjustification” that wa6s WhkehGodjustifieesthners,He Ro man s
does not make them righteous, that is the process of sanctification, but He pronounces
them righteous or imputes righteousness to them, reckoning them to be, legally
righteous. Paul then addresses the subject of this blessing only for the Jews.
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Justification Does Not Come By Symbolic Actions (Romans 4:9-12)

ESV

91s this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We say
that faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness. *°How then was it counted to
him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he
was circumcised. 1*He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness
that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the
father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be
counted to them as well, 12and to make him the father of the circumcised who are not
merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father

Abraham had before he was circumcised.

Paul answers the question, “ d salvation only for the Jews? 'by referring to the
sequence of the circumcision of Abraham; we say that faith was counted to
Abraham as righteousness. How then was it counted to him? Was it before
or after he had been circumcised? The answer is that Abraham believed then
because of his faith it was counted to him as righteousness. In fact it happened long
before his circumcision, his justification is recorded in Genesis 15 and his circumcision
in Genesis 17, at least 14 years (according to some as many as 29 years) separated the
twoevents. Abraham®s <circumcision, even
was the sign and seal, he received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the
righteousness that he had by faith . Racially, Abraham is the father of all Jews;
spiritually, he is the father of all who believe, the purpose was to make him the
father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness
would be counted to them as well

It is the same as the New Testament sacrament of baptism. First, the believer is
justified by faith, and them is baptized as a sign of his justification. It is critical to get
the sequence and concepts correct. The concept that is being signified or symbolized is

“justification”, and t he sy MRdodemphasioes thetfabte

that all who believe follow in the same faith that Abraham demonstrated prior to his
circumcision. Paul continues by explaining the relationship between faith and the law.

Justification Is Not By Obedience To The Law (Romans 4:13-15)

ESV

13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did
not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 4For if it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 5For

the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.

Just as Abraham was not justified by the rite of circumcision, neither was he

t houg!

vehi

justified by keeping the Mosaic Law. The purpose of the LawwastorevealGod “ s per f ect

standards of righteousness, to bring men to the understanding of their sinfulness and to
realize that by no human work can man be righteous. Paul concludes, for if it us the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is
void . If it is by works, then the promises God made are null and void, and the whole
life, death, and resurrection of Christ is meaningless. If Abraham was not and could not
be justified by keeping the law, then no one could be.
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Justification Comes Through Faith (Romans 4:16-18)

ESV

16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his offspring--not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one
who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 7as it is written, "I have
made you the father of many nations"--in the presence of the God in whom he believed,
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 3In hope
he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had
been told, "So shall your offspring be."

After explaining how Abraham was not saved (justified) Paul moves on to how he
and all believers are justified, That is why it depends on faith, i n order that the
promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring --not only
to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of
Abraham . Paul began addressing this issue when he wrote, even the righteousness

of God throu gh faith in Jesus Christ (Romans 3:22a) . The point of Hebrews 11
is to show there has never been a means of salvation other than faith in the one true
God. A person is saved through faith in Jesus Christ alone, apart from anything

else. The saving faith that the New Testament teaches is much more than simple

knowledge or affirmation of certain truths about Him. Even the demons know and

acknowledge Him. Saving faith in Jesus Christ involves the exercise of will, emotions,

and intellect. The overall theme of the book of Romans, and the heart of the gospel
message, iIs the doctrine of justification by

Faith is not believing in something that is not reasonable. John Stott explains
this concept, “eAfhith poesbaydnd reason, it hlwaysshas a firmly
rational basis. In particular, faith is believing or trusting a person, and its
reasonableness depends on the reliability of the person being trusted. And there is
nobody more trustworthy than God, as Abraham knew, and we are privileged to know
more confidently than Abraham because we live after the death and resurrection of
Jesus through which God has fully disclosed H
God" s whowiees life to the dead and ca lls into existence the things that
do not exist , we can be assured that God has the power to complete all that He has
promised.

John MacArthur explains faith bassortthee f ol | o
reason for justification, but only the channel through which God works His redeeming

grace. Faith is simply a convicted heart rea
unmerited gift of salvation.?” MacArthur wuses
the el ements of “f aifdcth,faith is n6t k Blinddeapurdtodther e pr es e n't
unknown or unknowable it is based on the fact
Son Jesus Christ. “A” could represent agreem
the gospel; it is quite another to agreewi t h  icduld représdnt’internalization , the

inner desire of a believer to accept and appl

could represent trust , the idea of having unreserved confidence in God to keep His Word
and pr omi s e gepresent Hoge, ewexy beliester is saved in the hope of going to
live eternally with God in heaven, although he has never seen heaven or seen the Lord in
whom he believes.
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Unbelief, Doubt, and Faith (Romans 4:19-25)

ESV

19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as
dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness
of Sarah's womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he
grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 2'fully convinced that God was able to
do what He had promised. 22That is why his faith was "counted to him as
righteousness." 23But the words "it was counted to him" were not written for his sake
alone, 24but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from
the dead Jesus our Lord, 25who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our
justification.

At this point Paul sp¢edGlod"“"cf pAlbmalsem" s nr ea
to his current life situation. At that point, Abraham did not weaken in faith even

considering his and Sarah®s age, in reference
descendants. In fact, no distrust made him waver concerning the promise of
God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God . The key point is

why did he not waver, and how could he have grown stronger in his faith considering the
impossibility (in his view) of him and Sarah having children. Because, he was fully
convinced that God was able to do what H e had promised . At this point, we
must understand the relationship between unbelief, doubt, and faith.

The first question to answer is what is the opposite of faith? The answer is that
unbelief is the opposite of faith. Since unbelief is the opposite of faith then what is
doubt ? As we can see in Abr,hdcanteinslatedlgisact i on t

own age and Sarah®s barrenness, he neither 1ig
them. In considering these issues, he did doubt and question how God was going to
fulfill the promises. Nevertheless, he remin

Faith always looks at the problems in light of the promises of God. God is not afraid of
the tough questions and neither is it a sin to ask God why and how. Our doubt should
drive us to look to God for the answers and then the real issue is if we will obey and trust
Him when He does (and He will) answer us.

What is God asking you to trust Him in, or with? Are you convinced (persuaded) that
God is always able to do what He promises?

Paul concludes by applying these | essons f
But the words "it was counted to him" were not written for his sake alone,
but for ours also . Abraham was not unique in his experience of being justified by
faith. For this is God"s way of salvation fo
to Abraham will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the
dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised
for ourjustification .The sacri fici al wor k of Jesus was
which God saved him. Today we have much greater divine revelation; we have the
complete Bible recording the ultimate demonst
universe and the resurrection of Jesus, leaving man no excuse not to believe.

In the next lesson, we will explore the security of salvation.
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